Hepatic injury due to environmental agents.
Environmental agents are capable of producing many of the same patterns of liver injury observed in diseases of the liver caused by virus, infection and drugs, and by metabolic or genetic defects. The long-term consequences, especially with respect to contact with animal carcinogens, are unknown. Although substantial progress has been made in identifying the hepatic enzymes involved in the metabolic activation and detoxification of environmental substances, the area remains an important subject for future research.